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A Bibliographic Note and Table on M1D-19TH to mid- 
2oth Century Western Travelogues and Research 

Reports on Gansu and Qinghai 

Bianca Horlemann (Humboldt University) 
Starting from the late nineteenth century, northwest China, Eastern 
Turkestan (modern Xinjiang), and eastern Tibet became increasingly 
attractive destinations for foreign travelers and explorers. There was 
a veritable 'run' on the region, which was deemed one of the last 
blank spots on world maps. In addition, northwest China, Tibet, and 
Eastern Turkestan received special attention because of competition 
between the British and Russian empires as part of what is known as 
the Great Game in Central Asia. This caused other European 
countries such as France, Belgium, and Germany to fear that they 
would miss out on new geographic and scientific discoveries. Apart 
from geo-political, economic, and archeological incentives, Tibetan 
Buddhism also attracted considerable interest, although mostly on a 
'touristic', rather than an academic, level. 

Gansu (which formerly also included parts of modern 
Qinghai 1 and Ningxia provinces) was considered to be the gate to 
both Eastern Turkestan and the 'Closed Land of Tibet'. It was 
therefore frequently traversed by travelers coming either from Russia 
and Mongolia or from Beijing, although sometimes also from India 
and Sichuan . 2 Furthermore, from the beginning of the twentieth 
century, Gansu played a growing role as wool producer in the 
international wool trade and was also suspected of containing a 


1 In pre-1930 travelogues, the area of modern Qinghai Province is often 
referred to as Kokonor, deriving from the Mongol designation for the 
landmark lake, Kokonor, Tsongon ( mtsho sngon ) in Tibetan and Qinghaihu 
in Chinese. 

2 Since Tibet was usually closed for foreigners travelling from India, Western 
explorers often attempted to reach Lhasa from Qinghai and Gansu. However, 
they usually failed because Chinese and Tibetan authorities refused to issue 
the necessary travel permits. Such travelers therefore often changed their 
plans and started to explore the Sino-Tibetan borderlands instead. 
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wealth of natural resources, and thus attracted foreign (and Chinese) 
wool trading companies and prospecting teams. 

As a literary genre, travel writing is defined as bringing news 
of the wider world and as disseminating information about strange 
lands and unfamiliar peoples. 3 Therefore, travelogues can present a 
welcome addition to our sources for the local history of Amdo and 
northwest China, especially when written by explorers who adhere to 
the more scientific forms of travel writing, emphasizing the 
presentation of quantitative data. In some cases, however, the 
travelogues say more about their authors - their prejudices and 
attitudes - than the territory crossed and the peoples encountered. 
Some accounts are purely anecdotal while others provide valuable 
socio-economic, political, ethnographic, and geographic information. 
Most travelogues, however, offer a mix, and are usually not free of 
mistakes and misunderstandings, such as wrong dates, misspelled 
names, and so on; some of these are obvious, others not. Another 
aspect of travel writing is the not-so-rare mingling of 'fact' and 
'fiction', especially in publications meant for a wider audience, such 
as popular 'adventure books' (Thompson 2011:28). 

Some travelers only spent a few days in Gansu and Qinghai 
and quickly passed through the area, while several of the more 
serious explorers traveled for months or even years, and repeatedly 
revisited the region, for example, Sven Hedin and the Russian 
explorers Przheval'skij and Kozlov. While some expeditions - such as 
the Russians - were usually well-equipped with funds and staff, and 
even with military escorts for protection, several explorers traveled 
more or less alone, sometimes even running out of funds. Scientific 
interests covered geology, topography, botany, ethnology, linguistics, 
and several other academic disciplines. Among the travelers, we find 
professional and amateur explorers as well as journalists, diplomats, 
officials, military officers, and several 'adventurers'. The travelogues 
therefore differ considerably in format (book, diary, articles 
published in a journal or newspaper), literary style (scientific report, 
adventure book), and last but not least in veracity and 


3 Travel writing has generated interest in a number of disciplines, foremost 
in (post)colonial and literary studies, but also in geography, ethnography, 
and sociology. For a general introduction see Thompson (2011). 
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trustworthiness. Some travelogues are well known and frequently 
consulted, like those of Joseph Rock, Sven Hedin, WW Rockhill, and 
NM Przheval'skij. Others, however, are rarely mentioned as sources, 
although they certainly deserve more academic attention as, for 
example, the accounts of Carl Mannerheim, Albert Tafel, Reginald 
Farrer, Karl Josef Futterer, and Charles Eudes Bonin. Non-English 
travelogues like those of the Russian and German explorers are often 
only available in their original languages or in abridged translations. 4 

Among the explorers and travelers was a considerable number 
of Christian missionaries, both Catholic and Protestant. These, 
however, are not included in the following table, with only few 
exceptions. 5 Furthermore, the table does not list the many accounts 
of Chinese explorers and travelers of the early twentieth century. 6 

This paper is a work in progress and does not claim 
comprehensiveness. It is meant to provide the reader with quick 
orientation of who traveled where and when and published what kind 
of account. 

The following table is arranged chronologically according to 
travel dates. Travel routes are only roughly indicated. Information on 
published travel accounts is provided if available. An index of place 
names and names of travelers closes this article. 


4 A recurrent problem in identifying relevant translations from Russian into 
European languages is posed by the many different romanization systems 
for Russian. For example, transcriptions of HmcoJian MuxaimoBnu 
IIpaceBajibCKHH include Nikolaj Mikhajlovich Przheval'skij, Nikolay 
Mikhaylovich Przhevalsky or Prjevalsky, Nicholas Michailovitch Prejevalsky 
and Nikolai Michailowitsch Prschewalski. There exists a large quantity of 
Russian secondary literature on the Russian expeditions and explorers. For 
more information see, for example, the English language website of the 
Russian Academy of Science at www.orientalstudies.ru (accessed 8 March 
2015) and Andreyev (2013). 

5 For an overview of missionary writings on Gansu and Qinghai see 
Horlemann (2013). For a recent Chinese publication on western travelers 
and missionaries in Amdo see Tuo Chaoqun (2012). 

6 For a general overview of existing Chinese travelogues see the series 

Zhongguo xibei wenxian congshu ft ® ft & ft, 203 volumes, 

published by the Guji shudian yingxiang chubanshe ft In ft ft ft ft ft 
[Collection of Documents on China's Northwest] in Lanzhou and the Xibei 
xingji congcui Sjftff [Anthology of Travel Accounts about (China's) 

Northwest] published by the Gansu renmin chubanshe fC ill ft ft. 
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Mid-i9 th to mid-20 th Century Travelogues on Gansu and Qinghai 
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8 If available, reference to an English edition is provided. 
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9 Travelogues, which deal exclusively with the area of modern Sichuan and Yunnan Provinces, are not included in the table. 
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Index of Place Names 


The number(s) refer(s) to the entry number(s) in the table above. 
Please note that the transcriptions of the place names vary 
considerably in the travelogues. In the table, the Chinese place names 
are usually listed in Chinese pinyin transcription, not according to 
the travelogues. 

Alashan 10 
Altyn-tagh 8 

A myes rma chen, see Amnye Machen 

Amnye Machen (a myes rma chen), Chin. Animaqing 41, 56 

Anxi - 3 cSir, modern Guazhou JlM'l 25, 29, 40 
Ba tse, see Taozhou 
Baoan 7 

Beijing 4k t 7, 9 , 10,18, 19, 22, 27, 29, 30, 44 , 52 

Bla brang, see Labrang 

Changjiang, see Yangtze 

Chengdu 4, 32, 34, 55 

Cherchen, Chin. Qiemo J=L^ 12 

Choni (co ne), Chin. Zhuoni 7, 20, 37, 39, 41 

Co ne, see Zhuoni 

Dan'gaer ft, Tib. Tongkhor (stony 'khor), modern Huangyuan it 
& 1, 9 , 20, 35 , 39 , 42, 46, 48, 55 
Datong itifi., Tib. Serkhok (gser khog) 1 
Derge (sde dge), Chin. Dege 23 
Dulan 48 

Eastern Turkestan, modern Xinjiang (Province) # 4 f 3, 5, 6,12, 13, 15, 
17, 22, 24, 30, 42-44, 48 
Ebao 36 

Gansu Corridor = Hexi Corridor iT 3 ) 21, 27, 29, 30, 40, 51 

Ganzhou 4 f i'H, modern Zhangye ’Ik 4 ft 29, 33 

Golok (mgo log), Chin. Guoluo 41, 53 

Gser khog, see Serkhok 

Guazhou, see Anxi 

Guide itM, Tib. Trikha (khri ka) 5, 7,10, 20, 35 
Guoluo, see Golok 
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Hami '’XSr 5, 44 
Hanoi 55 

Hexi Corridor, see Gansu Corridor 

Hezhou 7 T Hi, Tib. Kachu ( ka chu ), modern Linxia ']£ X 34, 36, 49 
Huanghe #/T, Tib. Machu (rma c/zu) = Yellow River 5, 13,15, 23, 28 
Huangyuan, see Dan'gaer 
India 4, 19, 27, 29, 30, 48, 54 

Inner Mongolia, modern Neimenggu (Province) 1*1 2,16, 31 

Jekundo ( skye dgu mdo), Chin. Jiegu 23, 47 

Jiegu, see Jekundo 

Jiuquanshi, see Suzhou 

Ka chu, see Hezhou 

Kashgar, Chin. Kashi 46 

Kashi, see Kashgar 

Kham ( khams ), Chin. Kang/Xikang 4, 10, 11, 14, 31, 34, 36, 38, 

39 , 47 , 53 , 55 
Khara Khoto 35 
Khri ka, see Guide 

Kokonor (area), Tib. Tsongon (mtsho sngon), Chin. Qinghai -fr 3, 5, 
13, 22, 28, 31, 35, 42, 52, 55 

Kumbum (skzz 'bum), Taersi 1, 7, 9, 10, 14, 26, 28, 29, 35, 38, 

42, 46, 52, 55 

Labrang ( bla brang), Chin. Labuleng Nf 7, 26, 33-36, 41,45, 49, 

50 

Labuleng, see Labrang 
Ladakh 24 
Lajia, see Raja 

Lanzhou X Hi 4, 7, 9, 10, 13, 16, 21, 25, 29-37, 39 , 42, 46, 48, 49 , 54 , 
55 

Lasa, see Lhasa 

Lhasa ( lha sa), Chin. Lasa 1,11, 26, 35, 39, 54 

Liangzhou Hi, modern Wuwei 4,16, 29, 33, 44 

Lintan, see Taozhou 

Linxia, see Hezhou 

Mgo log, see Golok 

Minqinxian, see Zhenfan 

Minxian, see Minzhou 
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Minzhou , modern Minxian J 'R-K 7, 37 

Mongolia 1, 3, 7, 8,10, 14, 18, 22, 34, 35, 39, 40, 43 , 44 

Mtsho sngon (region), see Kokonor 

Nagchu (nag chu ), Chin. Naqu # A 5 

Nanshan ih 5,15,16, 37 

Naqu, see Nagchu 

Ningxia (province and town) f X 2,13, 21 
northern Tibet 3, 6, 8, 10,12, 17,19, 24 
Ordos 29 

Qiemo, see Cherchen 

Qinghai (region), see Kokonor 

Raja {rwa rgya), Chin. Lajia -UXo 41 

Rma chu, see Huanghe 

Rwa rgya, see Raja 

Sde dge, see Derge 

Shaanxi (Province) 2 

Shanghai Xi#- 49, 51 

Shanxi (Province) A 3 ) 2 

Sichuan (Province) 2, 18, 34, 37 

Sku 'bum, see Taersi 

Skye dgu mdo, see Jekundo 

Songpan Tib. Zungchu (zung chu ) 7, 34 

Stong 'khor, see Dan'gaer 

Suzhou # il'H, modern Jiuquanshi XX 4, 16, 44 
Taersi, see Kumbum 

Taozhou XiH'|, Tib. Watse (6a tse ), modern Lintan 'I® if- 11, 20, 36, 37, 
39 

Tarim Basin 8 

Tsaidam (Basin) 9,10,13, 16, 23, 29, 31, 40, 42, 46, 48 

Tulufan, see Turfan 

Turfan, Chin. Tulufan 44 

Urumqi, Chin. Wulumuqi 44 

Wulumuqi, see Urumqi 

Wutaishan 5- ® A 14 

Wuwei, see Liangzhou 

Xian 36, 46, 52 

Xincheng 10 
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Xining 5rt l, 4, 5, 7, 9, io, 13, 20, 28, 29, 32, 35-37, 39, 42, 46-48, 
52, 53, 55, 56 

Xinjiang, see Eastern Turkestan 
Xunhua fflt, Tib. Yardzi (ya rdzi) 7, 10 
Ya rdzi, see Xunhua 
Yan'an 3>t-3c 52 

Yangtze (River) = Changjiang k; x 3 
Yellow River, see Huanghe 
Yunnan 18, 32, 34, 39 
Zhangye, see Ganzhou 

Zhenfan #■#, modern Minqinxian 36 

Zhuanglang it >fL 1 

Zhuoni, see Choni 

Zi ling, see Xining 

Zung chu, see Songpan 


Index of Personal Names 

Numbers refer to the entry numbers in the table above. 

Audouin-Dubreuil, Louis 44 
Bonin, Charles Eudes 18, 22 
Brooke, John Weston 32 
Bruce, Clarence Dalrymple 30 
Campell, Lieutenant W 27 
Carey, William 11 
Clark, Leonard 56 
Cressy-Marcks, Violet 52 
d'Ollone, Henri Marie Gustave 34 
Dalai Lama, 13 th 32, 35 
David, (Abbe) Armand 2 
David-Neel, Alexandra 38 
de Chardin, Teilhard 44 
de Lesdain, Comte 29 
de Lesdain, J. Bouly 29 
de Ridder, Koen 25 
Dolan, Brooke 47, 54 
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Duncan, Marion 47 
Dutreuil de Rhins, JL 12 
Farrer, Reginald 37 
Fergusson, WN 32 
Filchner, Wilhelm 28, 42, 48 
Five, Gaspard E 25 
Fleming, Peter 46 
Forman, Harrison 45 
Fiirholzer, Edmund 49 
Futterer, Karl Josef 20 
Gabet, Joseph 1 
Grenard, Fernand 12 
Guibaut, Andre 53 
Haardt, Georges-Marie 44 
Hackin, Joseph 44 
Hedin, Sven 17, 24, 43 
Holderer, Julius 20 
Hue, Evariste-Regis 1 
Koskikallio, Petteri 33 
Kozloff, PK 23 

Kozlov, Pyotr Kuz'mich 6, 8,15, 23, 35 

Kreitner, Gustav 4 

Lederer, Andre 21 

Lehmuskallio, Asko 33 

Leopold II 21, 25 

Liotard, Louis Victor 53 

Littledale, George R 13 

Ma Bufang 56 

Malcolm, Lieutenant 19 

Mao Zedong 52 

Maillart, Ella 46 

Mannerheim, Carl Gustav von 33 
Meares, CH 32 
Migot, Andre 55 
Obrutchev, Vladimir A 14,16 
Obrutschew, Wladimir A 16 
Panchen Lama, 9 th 49 
Pelliot, Paul 1 
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Pereira, George Edward 39 
Pevtsov, MV 8 

Potanin, Grigorij Nikolaevich 7, 14, 16 
Potanina, Aleksandra Viktorovna 7,14 
Prejevalsky, Nicholas Michailovitch 3 
Prschewalski, N von 5 
Prshewalski, NM 6 

Przheval'skij, Nikolaj Mikhajlovich 3, 5, 6, 

Purdom, William 37 

Roborovskij, Vsevolod Ivanovich 6, 8,15 

Roborovsky, Captain 15 

Rock, Joseph Francis 41 

Rockhill, William W 9,10 

Roerich, George 40 

Roerich, Nicholas 40 

Sandberg, Peter 33 

Scassi, AI 7 

Schafer, Ernst 47 

Slobodnik, Martin 35 

Stubel, Hans 50 

Szechenyi, Earl Bela 4 

Tafel, Albert 28, 31 

Taylor, Annie Royle 11 

Teichman, Eric 36 

Thompson, H Gordon 39 

Tolstoy, Ilia 54 

Tsybikoff..., see Tsybikov... 

Tsybikov, Gomboshab Tsebekovich 26 
Tsybikov, Gonbojab Tsebekovitch 26 
Walravens, Hartmut 41 
Wellby, Montagu Sinclair 19 
Weller, Harriet 51 
Weller, Marvin J 51 
Williams, Maynard Owen 44 
Wittamer, Arthur 21 
Yakovlev, Alexander 44 
Younghusband, Francis 39 
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